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"In the days 
when humans 
could read... 


“in the days 
when slavery ^ 
was outlawed... Ш 


days when 

animals could 
be tamed and 
domesticated... 





“here was an axiom 
of something they 
used to call ‘physics.’ 








WEE UA self-evident, 
М unbending truth... 


“that is ав true TS 
today as it was Шеп-- 
NO WORD 
FROM WASHINGTON 
FOR TWEN ርጋ 
DAYS NOW. 24622272 
THE VERTICAL FOOD- 
CHAIN LATTICE. 
SKRZZKE CONTINUES 
ТО DISINTEG ATE 
SZKRRRRRITTE 
EXPONENTIAL 


“there is 
an equal 
and opposite 
reaction, 


“When the seas 
rose, genetic codes 
were smashed. 





















“The human settlements that 
remain are ringed by THE WILD, a 
dense, uncharted wilderness from 

which ferocious new animal species 
emerge to prey on the helpless. 








“The bgn ground belongs to the 
rich and powerful. Fortresslike 
cities overlook vast expanses of 
desolate swampland, in which 
the scattered masses of castoff 
poor huddle in wet shantytowns 
under crumbling bridges. 













“Iron-fisted rule 
ensures order with 
pitiless cruelty and 
allows the wealthy 
to harvest the poor 
as slaves. 


“These wretched 
BRIDGE PEOPLE, 
condemned to a 
life of enslavement 
and poverty, turned 
to a quasi-religious 
mythic warrior for 
redemption. 


“An army of the 
dispossessed 
formed under the 
mysterious General 
China--a masked 
leader who led an 
assault on dictator 
Tomo Monee 
mpre e 
re city, 
Fortress Penuel. 


"General China 
died in battle, 

the infamous mask 
taken as a prize 
by Tomo Wolfe." 
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“The dead were 
burned and 

the survivors 
trapped between 
the slave traders 
of Тото Wolfe 
and the Wild. 


чу. 
4 





"A young fighter named Anzio led а suicide raid on ап 
а ы gu» Y armed caravan en route to Fortress Penuel. Against all odds 
„уе! some 52 he and his SHADOW REBELS ‘liberated’ the mask taken from 
EME 0 the defeated General China. 


"The mask was a 
symbol of hope, of 
resistance...an 

they were willing 
to die for it. 


"The mask was 
also rumored to 
nt tremendous 
ut perilous power 
to the one who 
wore it.” 


Oh, I'M JUST 
ENJOYING 264522 


в 
28 АРТ EVENING. 
, MUST WE RUSH? 





Т T 


Š 
ስ 
d$ 
Su 
N 
Š 





ANZIO! WE 


THE MASK! 
USE IT WOW! 


SURVIVE-- 
THIS_7HING/ 
1175-- 





Bah! WHEN YOU 
SUPERSTITIONS FOOLS 
STOLE THIS * 上 


РЕЁНАР5 


BRAVELY, 


THE 
PRISONERS 
ARE SECURED, 
GLETKIN. 


OR, “GR 
ANZ IÓ, 
HAVE Re 


YES. 

THE GREAT AND 
CUNNING ANZIO WAS 
NEITHER SO GREAT НОВ 
SO CUNNING THIS TIME! 
ANSWER ME THIS 
BEFORE YOU UIE, YOU 
фа а FILTH, WHERE 


TELL ME 
NO! 


AND 
PERHAPS T'LL 
SPARE THESE 
OTHER WATER 
RATS! 


BEHOLU 
THE FILTHY 
REMAINS OF 

A FILTHY 

PEOPLE! 





PARDON 

ME, SIRS, 

BUT I DO 
BELIEVE I'VE 
OVERSTAYED... 








AND YOU, YOU SMUG 
DUNG HEAP. SMILE 
WHILE YOU CAN. T WILL 
TAKE GREAT PLEASURE 
IN FORCING THAT 
GREENFOOT’S SEVERED 
HEAD DOWN YOUR 
BRIDGE-SCUM THROAT. 


FIND THAT 
MAN! IF HE'S 
РЕАР, BRING 

HIM TO ME! 


IF HE'S 
ALIVE, KILL 
HIM, AND 


BRING HIM 
TO ME! 


WE HAVE 
CAUGHT 
кош 


TAKE HIM TO 
PENUEL! HE WILL 
SOON BE TOMO 

WOLFE'S "GUEST"... 
AND HE WILL WISH 
HE'D DIED HERE 
TOUAY. 


BUT 
RETRIEVE 
THE MASK! 





ELY 
ШЇЇ 


AH! I'M ኤሙ СЪМ SIX YEARS 
ALIVEZ How М BUSSE > IN THÉ SLAVE PITS. 
LONGZ ZA — ANOTHER SIX IN 


ONE DAYZ THE ROBOTICS SLAVE 
TWOZ CORPS. TWO YEARS 





THE SLAVE 
OLK STRON CULL 
ТО ТОМ IN THE 
PITS OF PENUEL. 


-SP TAR UP! 
HAVE U SEEN 
THE AKI WHICH 
OF YOU WILL BE 
NEXTZ! 


IP EVERY "CRIME" 
BENOS THE WHIP 


OFA 
FILTHY 
дэг ka ІР THE BRAND! | / PEOPLE... 








NS 


N wi. H 
N TN | 


( 
>. 


Wim 


— 


ч 





ı MY 
WAS SO 
RRIED! 


YEHZU 
LOVE, Т 
wo 


DON’T 
EVER LEAVE 
HERE WITHOUT 
ME OR YOUR 
SISTER AGAIN! 


I CAN'T NO, NO, IT'S 

ALL RIGHT. 1..1Т 
THANE 90 HAS BEEN A LÖNG 
AND EVENTFUL DAY. 

MUCH TOO LONG 

AND MUCH TOO 
EVENTFUL, FRANKLY. 

I'M QUITE ELAD 

HE'S SAFE. 


GOOD 
HEAVENS, ГМ 
GLAD TM 
SAFE! 


WE ARE IN 
YOUR DEBT, SIR. 
LET ME AT LEAST 

DRY YOUR 

CLOTHES. 


WELL, T CAN 
GUARANTEE YOU 
THAT T AM NO “SIR,” 
BUT THAT IS A MOST 

GENEROUS OFFER. 


YOUR SISTER 
IS LATE, YEHZU. 
LIKE YOU, SHE 

DOES NOT 
LISTEN. 


SERVICE, 
MADAM. 





T YOUR 
UGLY LITTLE DICK 
IS LIMP AND 
YOU'RE OUT OF 
MONEY. 


ви 
с 
N 





На, ha! PRETTY DON’T BOTHER 
UECENT FIRST TO THANK US, 
TIMER HONEY! 
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YOU'RE 

NOT AS CLEVER 

AS YOU THINK 
ARE, ХО 


YOU'LL 
FAY FOR 
BRIDGE ! 
AND BELIEVE ME, 
! NNA 
GET MY MONEY!! 





WHO ARE 
VOUZ! 


MY 
MOTHER IS 
ALWAYS TOO 
GENEROUS 
TO STRAYS. 
LEAVE. 
NO 


BUT HE 
FIXED THE 
HEATER 
STOVE IN 
ONE 
MINUTE! 


THE LAST-- 


GET AWAY 
FROM MY 
BROTHER... 
NOW// 





፡ ) 
072 U 
2 < 


SS 


) 6” 
а хе N 30”. 
76. | ZN 
BA. ONUS 
NO, 





CLASS NOW, 


SCUM! 











M 


Ч 











"Amidst the deluge, the planet's 
elite claimed the ever-shrinking 
high ground and gathered the 
remaining technology. 





“А Pacific Rim 
technological firm built 
Noa No HAKO FUNE 
K0J0, ог 'NOAH'8 ARK 
FACTORIES, in what had 


been Bolivia, in an attempt [M 


to repopulate the world 
with robotic versions of 
specles eradicated by 
mass extinction. 


“Meanwhile, a secretive 
pacifist/terrorist group 
calling themselves "THE 
LAST SAINTS’ began a 
global quest to salvage 
very specific relics 
from the deluge. 


"With the disintegration of nation-states 
worldwide, scientist warlords--each with 
multiple corporate sponsors--filled the 


power vacuum and fought over the ever- 
shrinking landmass. 


"New technologies were 
аве оред to fight in the 
new climate. 





"But it was all for 
naught. The rising 
tide spared no ground. 


“All that was left of humanity was 
set adrift on the Cannibal Barges-- 
шин derelict oil tankers, river barges, 
and rotting cruise ships... 


thousands of 
those savage, 
cunning, or 
иго ፤ 
enough to get ከ 
onboard. 


| “filled with А 
1 


"All cursed to drift 
the high seas for 
generations... 


“апа with little food 
available they resorted 
to extreme measures 
for sustenance. 


“As the centuries 

turned, some remnants 
of the past--books, 
artwork, scientific 
papers, even otherwise- 
extinct species--survived 
ав trophies for the 
BARGE MASTERS..." 





I'LL 
PROTECT 
ALWAYS. 


Т LEAST. 
E NO LONGER 
HAVE TO LISTEN 
TO THAT... 


BROTHER 


“and then, as now, 
survival of the cruelest 
was the sum of the law." 


OUR WRETCHED 
AND DANGEROUS 
CONDITIONS, 
YOU SEEZ 





IF ONE OF 


IT's TUST 
YOU АМО 
ME. 


SHUT UE 
SIMON! NO ONE 
KNOWS WHAT YOU'RE 


NONSENSE FOR 7WO DAYS 
IN THE SLAVE WAGONS! 
ENOUGH! OUR MOTHER 

WAS MURDERED AND YOU 

TUST WON'T SHUT UP! 


LOST MY 
ONLY FRIENDS 
AND COMRADES. 
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IQM 


WH: 
Sun WHY 
DO YOU ТА 











I GAINED... 
CERTAIN 
ABILITIES АМУ 
МАБ; Boras. 
САНА READING 
MATERIALS, 


"BOOKS, "YOU 
SEEZ THEY-- 













YOU DON'T 
HAVE THE “ABILITY” 
TO STOP TALKING! 
NEARLY ZVERY SINGLE 
WORP OUT OF YOUR 
MOUTH SOUNDS STUPID! 












WHAT ABOUT 
THE THINGS Т 
SAY THAT DON'T 
SOUND STUPIDZ 












YOU'RE 
NOT FOOLING 
ANYBODY. YOU! RE 
JUST ANOTHER MAN 







WAIT. PLEASE. 
MY FRIEND ANZIO 
TAUGHT U 


OKAY, 
Sa USELESS 
5 INA HT...BUT 
sr WHEN / ANZIO STRUCK DESHT 
ESS WHEN 2 ANZIO’S DEATH, 
ROBBED THI d SYMBOLICALLY 
WEARAVANS.. WE 一 一 





SPEAK OF TH 
“SHADOW REBEL" 
TERRORISTS A 

BRIDGE SCUM, А 
I'LL SYMBOLIC ALLY" 
STOMP A HOLE IN 


THE TRAITOR, YOUR 
BELOVED “ANZIO,” 
HAS AT LAST BEEN 

CAPTURE? AND WILL 
EXECUTED ON 


BE ЁС 
FINAL KIET TORY 
ZAY O 
NEXT ULU 
MOON! 


YOUR MISERABLE 
FACE! 


YES, THE LEADER OF THE 
SO-CALLED “REBELLION” 
WILL DIE IN STADIA 
PENUEL ON THE 
PERMANENTLY... 


Oh, WE MUST 
ACT FAST! VERY 
GOOD THEN, HERE'S 
WHAT WE MUST DO-- 
OKAY, FIRST, WE 
ESCAPE. THEN WE 
SOMEHOW MAKE 
OUR WAY INTO 
FORTRESS PENUEL. 
NOT AN EASY 
TASK, BUT-- 





ORCHID, 


WHY IS THERE 
SO MUCH YELLING, KNOW, YEHZU 


AND HITTING, AND ( 
2 I DON'T KNOW 
SONEA - AND I DON'T 

CARE. WE'VE 

TUST GOT TO 

FIND А WAY 

OUT OF 
HERE. 


*When the waters receded, 
THE WILD covered all the 
land. The newly emerging 
species that filled the 
evolutionary cracks shared 
two characteristics--they 
could not be domesticated 
and a need extremely 
hostile. Humans were no 
longer atop the food chain. 


“The remnants 
of humanity hung 
on by a thread. 





“Two distinct castes 
arose--the strong and 

the subjugated. Strength, 
power, and wealth meant 
access to the high ground. 
As there were no tame 
beasts to till the fields or 
move the bullding stones, 
Slavery was instituted widely. 


“A succession of strongman 

rulers codified the caste 

system and THE BRIDGE 
OPLE were used as 


"REFLEXIVE 
BIOHEAT PANELS 
scavenged from 
the Cannibal 
3 Barges brought 
‘A vast underground light and heat to 
labyrinth of tunnels the crops and 
and cavernous ‘harvest illuminated the 
spaces’ was excavated passageways 
to provide a measure crisscrossing 
of safety from beneath The 
The Wild. Wild 


"Blaves displaying an aptitude 
with machinery or discovered 
to be of а more Intellectual 
bent were recruited and trained 
by the Robotics Slave Corps. 


“The waterlogged, 
abandoned robotics 
factories of the 
ancient world were 
excavated and the 
technology put to use 
for new purposes. 





"The Bridge People 
scratched out a meager 
existence harvesting the 
white leeches sold in 
the narcotics trade. 


“Or at хэ ril 
they skirted the 
edge of The Wild 
to scavenge for 
useful acts 
left behind by the 
receding tide. 


“But the Slave Traders were never 
far behind, always combing The 
Bridges for new stock. The biggest 
and brawniest males brought 
highest prices at auction from the 
Pit Masters of Fortress Penuel. 


A 


“The rest awaited their 
fate in the overcrowded 
wretchedness of the 
ISOARIOT SLAVE CAMP.” 





AUCTIONEER, 


HEAVY LIFTERS 
FOR THE FITS 
OF FORTRESS 
PENUEL. 


EXCUSE ME, SIR, 

BUT IT HAS COME TO 

MY ATTENTION THAT 

BOTH YOU ANP YOUR 
MOTHER ARE APPARENTLY 
FOOL-BORN, ONION-EYEU, 
TOAD-SPOTTED 

HARPIES LACKING-- 


or 
COURSE, РП 
MASTER! I'VE 
BEEN SAVING THE 
ABSOLUTE BEST 


PLEASED... 





scoughs 
OKAY. A 
QUICK LITTLE 


GET UP, 
GREENFOOT 
VE 


IT’S NOT THE SCALE Г 
HE'S SO 4 DON'T TRUST, YOU CONNIVING 
SCRAWNY! қ — | OLD THIER NEVER MIND. I'LL TAKE 
THAT'S GOT TO ` THIS WHOLE LOT, INCLUDING 
BE TWICE HIS p. А YOUR MIRACULOUS STRONG- 
WEIGHT! £ e MAN THERE. ‹ 


I PROMISE 
YOU THE AUCTION 
SCALE NEVER LIES, 

FIT MASTER! 





м 
AGREEABLE... 
COMPANION. 


„НЕ 
MIGHT BE 
МАРЕ ТО В 
AGREEABLE 
AS WELL. 





I SAW 
WHAT YOU DID 
WITH THE SCALE. 
NOW HOW ARE 
YOU GOING TO 
GET US OUT OF 
HEREZ 


а 1 
LAR А-7 


RIGHT. OKAY, IN ORDER ТО መር 


LOOK, I'M ል 
PROSTITUTE--A 
I DON'T СА 


VALK. 


RE ABOUT 
WE'RE HEADED, YOU SEEZ YOUR АНГО. ፔ 
WE JUST FOLLOW ALONG - THOUGHT YOU COULD 
FOR NOW... HELP US ESCAPE BUT 
Т WAS WRONG...SO 
STAY AWAY. 


ТОМ SORRY, 
YEHZU, THERE'S 
NOTHING HE 
CAN DO FOR US. 





WE'RE 
DEEP UNDER 
THE WILD 
TONIGHT. YOU 
CAN ALMOST 


FEEL IT 
ABOVE US. 


OF. WE'RE 
SAFE DOWN 
HERE. 
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LOOK HERE! I 
LOOK...THIS 15 THE GIVE IT TO 
MASK WORN BY GENERAL YOU IF YOU 
CHINA. THE REAL MASK, Г LEAVE THEM 
SWEAR IT OR ЗАЙ, UTE IT HAS ALO! 
TREMENDOUS PO TOMO 
WOLEE DIMELO IS DESPERATELY 
SEEKING ITS RETURN AND... 
I'LL GIVE IT TO YOU. 


TAKE IT. ТАКЕ Mmmmm. NEVER MIND Bah! 
THE MASK NOW HIM. COME ON, FOOLISHNESS. 
AND PUT IT HANDSOME. T'VE HAD VALK: S АМР 
Ом. TRICKS FROM GATH THEIR TWISTED 
THAT WERE MORE OF ገረ .YOU'LL 
A MAN THAN YOU. SEE WHO... 
знееневт JUST ለጋ 
LOVE. HERE, TLL 
TAKE THE MASK IE YOU 
DON’T THINK YOU 
CAN HANDLE-- 


OR I'LL DISPOSE OF 
YOU Zhicz AS 
WELL! 





BUT 
THERE'S 
NOWHERE 
TO RUN. 
THEY'LL 


KILL US! 


I'M 
SORRY 


TO SAY 
THAT DOES 
SEEM 


( EASTER, YEHZU! 


THEY’RE RIGHT 


ы BEHIND US! 


THE MASK KILLS 


AND 7HAT 15 OUR 
CUE TO EXPEDITE 
OUR DEPARTURE 
FROM BONDAGE! 
RUN! 


WE CAN’T GO 
UP THERE! THAT 
LEADS TO THE 
WILD! WE HAVE 
TO GET TO 
FORTRESS 
PENUEL! 





zUmphz£ THERE. I WOULDN'T 
HATCH IS SECURE. ORRY. T 
NO ONE'S GOING RI 
IN OR OUT OF 
T AGAIN 


SURE... 
WE'RE NOT... 
IN... ANY 
DANGER. 


AH: 


OKAY. LET ME | | \ | A РАМЫ 
THINK. IN SITUATIONS : Y | ም ና HATCH! CLOSEU, 
LIKE THIS IT'S BEST ነ - % | Фа OF COURSE. 
TO STAY CALM. KOOSA, ОМ) / EW RIGHT, THAT 

х = WAS ME. 


HANG ON! 
I'M SURE 
I/LL THINK OF 
SOMETHING 


ANY 
MINUTE... 








AN 
га 


YEHZU, 
STAY CLOSE 
TO ME. 
ት) 


ASN 
24) 
" 


DE 











ARE YOU и 
DOING?! 2 











She doesnt speak 
to us She doesn't 
even look at us 


protection 
and care... 


It's been eleven Я 
days under her roof... 


..and Im stil not 
certain whether 
we're her guests. 
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Dee dee da, dee 
...A HORSE 


The old woman who lives E THE OTHER AK 

here is nr ее EACH сал ЕЙГЕ RADIUS? YOU 
speaks on is four- Е AÑ NEVER TIRE OF 
се аг 15 = ONE ANOTHER. 

ramblings are a Ls та 

constant, day and night. 


JUST IS... 


..or whether 
we are her 
prisoners 








First beast ЖЕ but her them ь 

Ive ыр ) У Д 2 anger is || into this L А 

seen ig 22: "aleable. | 42 | 

size that ” | р = 

wasn't trying Ж M KA / 
to disembowel Е N Ч 
al within sight. | Ni W. | | AN 


| | N 
This Radius The girl, She has ever: ላ EN“ 
is bizarre in 4 Orchid, is | right to be 23 But perhaps ауы, 
its own right. 14 so lovely, | angry. After all... ) Hot today... 2 
| Ig 7 : A = 


HIS ANKLE 
HEALING NICELY, eh? 
) ен? 
JUST ONE |» WE SHOULD PROBABLY 
MORE. Zoo | /7 9 THINK ABOUT LEAVING 
doo lee do... СУУ! SOON, T SUPPOSEZ 


ns 
For all her eccentricities, our host/captor has somehow rigged an ancient oil reserve tank 
to provide warmth and protect the grounds from the horrors lurking beyond the perimeter. | 
4. ሪ WG, y wh ም. AW 


\ 


4 WI 
22 


de Y 4ላቼ À 


In this strange oasis in the Deep 
Wild, the days pass in relative peace. 


But I've already 
overstayed. I must get 
to Fortress Рение! 
Anzio's to be executed 
on the full moon and any 
hope we have rests in him. 


But the old woman 
ignores every 
inquiry, stonewalls 
every question... 


SOOO...HI. YES. 

HELLO? Um, PERHAPS ^ 
I WAS UNCLEAR THE 
PREVIOUS TWO HUNDRED 
TIMES I ASKED, BUT... WHAT'S 
YOUR NAMEZ WHERE ARE WEZ 
ANU WHAT EXACTLY НАРРЕМЕО 
BACK THERE IN THE WOODSZ 


Shur shurn Shut o'ree... STANDS RADIUSZ 
SOLDIERS STILL AND THE SILENT HUM 
ORDERLY, ARM TO ARM REGIMENT. 
AND KNEE TO KNEE, 
WAITING FOR THE 
GREAT EVENT... 





We had по idea the 
Ри had twisted his 
ankle and fallen behind. 


By the time 

we discovered 

he was missing, 

there was 

nothing we ግሜ ኣ a CANT бо 
could do. ጫ = ы ) BACK! IT'S 


CERTAIN 





And then 
something 
most 
unexpected 
happened. 


And then It was pure 


carnage. Blood 


there was everywhere. 


silence... 











WELL, THAT'S 
CERTAINLY 
SOMETHING 

YOU DON'T 

SEE EVERY 

DAY. 


We couldn't believe our eyes: 
Apparently, the old woman had 
somehow felled the creature 
and driven the others off 
Impossible. М 


сари TE қ N 
СЭ She casually skinned the 
JO beast, ignoring our presence. 


zAhemz 
Umm... 
HELLOZ 





The boy was in shock 7 ES And the strange 
and remembered du ls ፌኤ ; old woman would 
^x E 4 shed no light. 


Um, T'M SIMON. THIS 
IS ORCHID. Аме YEHZU. 
WHAT PPENEDZ 
WHO ARE YOUZZ 


COME, RADIUS... 
Bah ba bah роо...Г 
THINK THEY SHOULD 


I then realized WAIT! WHERE'S 
something was THE мажат L 


missing. 
WE DID 
NOT LEAVE HIM 
BEHIND! HE MUST 
HAVE TRIPPED 
AND-- 


251415 WELL, IT 


THEY SET Tuus Y 

S LIKE WE'RE 

BEHIND TOO 
RADIUS. | смет МЕ 


LATE. I'LL SEE 
TO THAT... 


COME, 
YEHZU, T'LL 
HELP YOU... 


GOING? SLOW DOWN! 
CAN WE COME 
ALONGZ HELLO! 
MA'AMZ WHAT 
HAPPENED 


THEREZ/ 





YOUR STUPID 
REBELLION 
AND... 


AND NOW 
MY MOTHER'S 
AND WE'RE 


DEAD 

TRAPPED IN THE 
MIDDLE OF THE 
WILD WITH THIS 

CRAZY WOMAN! 


ALL BECAUSE 
OF YOU 


WE STARVE, WE 

STARVE. IF WE 

DIE, WE DIE. T 
DON'T CARE 
ANYMORE. 


YOU SIT 
THERE...TUST 
SCRIBBLING 
LIKE A 
CHILD! 


I CAN'T STAND IT! 

I KNOW, 55065 TM 
JUST A WORTHLESS 
VALK, 25095 A WHORE. 
BUT I WANTED 
SOMETHING FOR 
YEHZU. NOW WE HAVE 
NOTHING! NO HOPE, 
NOWHERE TO GO. 
NOTHING... 


AND I'VE НАР ENOUGH 
OF THIS PLACE. ssniffle> 
ENOUGH OF HER, AND 
ENOUGH OF ХО. 
WE'RE LEAVING. 
COME, YEHZU... 


ORCHID! FIT 
WHERE YOU A 
BEING UNWANTED, 
UNLOVED, TAPER 
FOR, FORGOTTEN BY 
EVERYBOUY...THAT IS 


A GREATER DANGER 
THAN THE WILD, 
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55 
SORROW THAT 
NEVER FADES. 


T...KNEW 
GENERAL CHINA. 
I WAS... hmmm... 

T WAS GENERAL 
CHINA'S CONCUBINE. 
HE WAS MY 


PENANCE. 








поло FOR GENERATIONS, THEY ЗЕЯ 
| DRIFT ON THE DERELICT STEAMER, 
| SURVIVING AMONG A LOST AND BRUTAL PEOPLE. 


"BUT AIMATA, 
ONE OF THE 
Е: ИЕ 


“КІМАТНІ WAS WISE BEYOND 
MEASURE AND LOVEU HIS SON 
AND ME WITHOUT CONDITION.” 


REMEMBER, CHILDREN, 
EVIL ENTERS LIKE A SPLINTER 
AND SPREADS LIKE AN OAK 
TREE. IN THE MOMENT OF 
DECISION, WILL YOU PUT YOUR 
SOR BEE YORE шее ов. 
Y R LI RE Y е м 7 
МО ONE CAN CHOOSE FOR 4 lalla асы мэ. АР 
YOU. ENOUGH FOR TOUAY... A BOY, HE WAS CLEVER, 


„ THER! 2 
-1 QPAL THERE IS A LITTLE SOUP STRONG, AND RIGHTEOUS 


"UNTIL ONE DAY, THE 
“CHINA AND TIDES PULLED US 


I BECAME OWARD AN 
INSEPARABLE. 32 ! Т 4 UNEXPECTED SIGHT... 


"AND AS THE YEARS EIER МЕ CARVED 
MENTS OF HAPPINESS OUT OF 
THE HELLISH LIFE ABOARU THE BARGE. 





"THE PARAUISE OF DRY LAND 


“WE WERE 
TAKEN BY 
SURPRISE, 

OF COURSE. 


2Sigh* ALMOST 
LOST OUR LIVES. 





GARRH! 
STAY RIGHT 
THERE, OLD 

МАМІ! 


ZODOR 
WILL BE PLEASED 
WITH THIS NICE 

FIND! 





THESE - > A SAVE MER FOR ME, 
AIN'T BRIDGE 1 OF COURSE. AFTER 
FOLK, ZODOR. THAT. | HER...IT MAKES 
I'M ALL SURE AT j У DIFFERENCE. 


ON IT. 


NOW, 
zhee-heet 
LET'S PLAY, 

PRETTY. 





“СНМА ВЕАТ 
THE FOOL 
SENSELESS. 
"ANC THAT 
SPELLEU ОШЕ 
гоом 


YOU РАВЕ РЕЕУ 
ЕЕ :Ha-ha- 
REALLYZ PO 
YOUZZ 









4 


A STRANGE 
MASK: А 
PATCHWORK 
HOOP.” 


PLEEEASE, 
ZODOR 


2) 
LHI) 
» 





wr аж ON 





ETE IIT 


ше 
d» 
х 











"^. 
. A 
Ed 
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"THE ACCURSED THING 
TORE MY DEAR KIMATHI TO 
PIECES...FROM THE INSIDE.” 


NE ee 
“BUT WHEN THEY 
TORTURE DEVICE, SLIPPED THE HOOD 


USING IT FOR THEIR ^ n 
CRÜEL PLEASURE. OVER CHINA'S HEAD... 





N d 
` ANS 


>. `a 





Т J “WHEREVER THE INNOCENT 
Ша СЕ ные WERE THREATENED...” 


BRIDGE PEOPLE 
BEGAN TO CHANGE. 


“.AND THE 
SOLUIERS OF 


“ТНЕ SLAVE Y 
TRADERS LEARNED y 
TO FEAR HIS NAME... ja || TOMO WOLFE 
| BELIEVEU HE 

2 WAS NOT 

HUMAN, BUT 
A GRIM 

APPARITION... 





..ТОРАУ THE BRIDGE PEOPLE 
WILL STRIKE THEIR CAPTIVE 
MAICH AND PRAY WITH 
ANGER... 





“WE STOOD RARI 
TOGETHER. THOUSANDS 
MARCHED LIKE ONE 
GREAT BODY. 


"ANC OUR RULERS 
WERE AFRAID OF 
THE MARROW IN 
THEIR OWN BONES. 


WE сан NIE 
BY 512 
THE GENERAL. 


"OUR SIDE 
HAU TRUTH, 
ር. ара 2 
FOR A TIME, 
LOYALTY Томо 
WOLFE HAD 
TEN THOUSAND 
MURDEROUS 
Ер ЕЕ 


ASA 
MASSACRE." 





< 


DO TELL 
МЕ...15 THIS 
POOR SOUL 
x 521773 
I'M PLEASED T 2 
TO МАКЕ YOUR чо 
ACQUAINTANCE, 
| "GENERAL" CHINA. 
YOU HAVE eo 


ርመ ሮድ 


YOURSELF I АМ 
MAKING YOU AN 
OFFER. 


I AM WILLING TO 
CALL AN END TO THESE 
SENSELESS ROSTIEITIES, 
I WILL SPARE THE LIVES 

OF EVERY MAN, WOMAN, 
AND CHILD ON THE 

BATTLEFIELD. IT'LL 

Even КЕЗБЕ YOUR Lage 


BUT Y 
MUST CO ONE SMALL 
THIN 





I'VE HEARD 
UMORS THAT THIS 
FASCINATING MASK 
Е YOURS IS FATAL IF 
WORN BY ONE LESS.. 
UNIQUELY GIFTED. 15. 
THAT TRUE? 


REMARKABLE. AND... 
THEN PUT ВЕ YOU CAN SAVE 
MASK ON YOURSELF 


HIM. NOW. 


JUST ONE 
INNOCENT 
MA 


JUST ONE 
INNOCENT 
MAN. 


JUST ONE 
INNOCENT MAN! 


HA HA FA 
HALAL 





“GENERAL CHINA 
DIED THAT DAY, 
ANONYMOUS AND 

DISSRACED... TUST 
ANOTHER NA we 

HUSK AMONG Т 

THOUSANDS. НЕЕ 
BETRAYED HIMSELF-- 

HE BETRAYED ALL 
OF US. THE UPRISING 

WAS FINISHED. 


“TO КОБЕ THE BATTLE, ТО 
LOSE THE WAR, WAS A 
TERKIBLE THING. BUT TO 
LOSE YOURSELE..IF YOU 
REALLY LOSE YOURSELE.. 
YOU ARE GONE FOREVER. 





SO, CAN YOU ANI 
НЕГЕ US US ый ТНЕ EN 


DID...2 


NO. I'VE SAID IT'S SO SAD. La la lee, la la fo. 
TOO MUCH. GO YOU...YOU THE KASE WILL NOT 
NOW. YOU ARE REMIND ME HELP THEM, WILL IT, 

NO LONGER OF MY... RADIUS? IT IS A CURSE. 
WELCOME TIME FOR THEM TO 
HERE. со. ża fa lee, la 
la lo... 


STAY DOWNWIND OF THE CYPRESS 
VALLEY AND YOU MIGHT_MAKE IT 
TO THE TUNNELS! THERE'S A 
CHANCE YOU'LL SURVIVE | ЇЕ 
YOU STAY TOGETHER! 


WELL. 





AND NEITHER 
CAN BE THE 
OTHER. AND 
EACH CAN 
SURVIVE, BUT 
MUCH 15 


Hi 
TUNNELS... 

































Fi MY DEAR DON BUT FIRST...YOU SEEM 
‘ORTRESS GLETKIN... YOU TO HAVE SHOWN UP 

KNOW WHY T/VE FOR THIS MEETING 
PENUEL? WITH A SOMEWHAT 


SUMMONED 
YOU. 






DISHEVELED LOOK... 
YES, ESPECIALLY 
AROUND THE COLLAR. 
A CLEAR BREACH 

OF PROTOCOL. 










PERHAPS 

YOU HAVE BEEN 
PUSHING BOULDERS 

AROUND THE PITS 
OF PENUEL TO ATONE 
FOR YOUR FAILURE 

ТО RETRIEVE THE 
мазк, h 









mm? 





THE MASK WORN BY THE THEY TELL ME 
VANQUISHEU GENERAL CHINA? YOU ACTUALLY 
MY PRIZED POSSESSIONZ! HAD IT IN 
THE MASK STOLEN FROM YOUR HANDS... 
UNDER a er мо? 
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I CAPTURE? THE 
REBEL LEADER ANZIO! 
AND, ТОМО WOLFE, MY 

LORD, Г SWEAR ТО 
YOU T WILL RETRIEVE 

THE MASK! T JUST 

NEED MORE MEN... 

MORE TIME. 


WORLD. THIS TASK MAY 
BE BEYOND YOUR 
CAPABILITIES... 

















4 AN 


IMPORTANT TASK 
TO THAT...TO 
THAT... 


Ше 
N 


HOW 
DARE 


YOL.../ 


/ DON BARRABAS! UNCIVIL 
STOP: BEHAVIOR IS... FROWNE 
UPON IN MY CHAMBER S. 
AND UON GLETKIN, YOU 
KNOW | 2 NEVER TOLERATE 
SWATTIN NG OF 





JOIN ME, MY FRIEND. 
T AM SORRY FOR THE 
MISUNDERSTANDING. 


IT HAS BEEN DECIDED. 
DON BARRABAS WILL 
RETRIEVE THE MASK. 


AND HE WILL KILL 
THOSE CARRYING 


MEANWHILE, 

GET AS MUCH 
INFORMATION AS YOU 
CAN FROM THAT 
"SHADOW REBEL" 
VERMIN. 





I WILL TRY MY RESPECT 
TO PERSUADE DON FOR YOUR ESTEEMED 


por = ern 
BARRABAS, IS COMPLETE. 
OF JUDGEMENT HE DOES VERY IMPORTANT 
WORK FOR ND 


CONCERNING "THE o ME. A 
FLY INCIDENT. HIS ABILITIES ARE... 
SINGULAR. 


IN RETURN, 
Т KEEP THIS SOLEMN 
VOW: NO CREA 


ረጋ (ALL, 
WILL EVER BE HARMED 
IN FORTRESS PENUEL. 
UNDERSTANDZ 


| «| 


IN YOUR 
EMBARRASSMENT 
OVER YOUR FAILURE 
TO RETRIEVE THE 
MASK YOU MUST 
HAVE FORGOITEN 
THIS STRICT CODE. 
BE GRATEFUL 
THAT T WILL 
OVERLOOK YOUR 
TRANSGRESSION... 
THIS TIME. 


YOU SEE, 
HEIS MY 
MOST LOYAL 
SUBTECT. 
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MT IS SAID 
BARRABAS 
WAS BORN 

IN ONE 
OF THE 

VILLAGES, 
NEAR THE 
EDGE ОР 
THE WILD." 


M E THE YOUNGEST OF NINE BROTHERS, 


EVEN FROM BIRTH HE WAS...DIFFERENT.” 


THAT CANT BE! 
WHAT... WHAT'S 
WRONG WITH 

MY BABYZ! 





ТОМ SURE THE BOY JUST 

NEEDS THE SILK-BLOOD 

BLESSING. LET ME HAVE 
A LOOK... 


„AND... 
WELL, WE 
DON'T KNOW 
WHAT TO 
DO! HE'S... 


THERE, THERE 
LITTLE ONE...A 
DAB OF SILK 
BLOOP ON THE 
FOREHEAD, AND 
YOU'LL... 


STORE YO 


DEMON 





THERE ARE 


"BARRABAS'S 
FAMILY PID 
WHAT THEY 
THOUGHT CRUEL. IT’S THE ONLY 
WAS BEST." WAY. NOW NATURE 


WILL... ТАКЕ ITS 
COURSE. 





"BY NIGHT, THE ANIMALS OF THE WILD 
BROUGHT HIM SUSTENANCE, BUT BY 
DAY, BARRABAS’S LIFE WAS ONE SMALL 
TORTURE AFTER ANOTHER." 


Haha! 

HE NEVER 
EVEN 
SCREAMS. 
THROW IT 
HARDER! 


HOW 


"AND EACH 
YEAR BROUGHT 
NEW TORMENT 
FROM HIS 
BROTHERS.” 


“UNTIL 
ONE 
NIGHT... 





“BARRABAS TORE 


HIS SIBLINGS. 


"PERHAPS HE БАЙ NE Sue св AS! EVEN AS A 
BOY, HIS CRUELTY K DS. AYBE...TUST MAYBE... 
HE COULU NO LONGER : STAND TO ЕР ALONE IN SILENCE. 


ED BES 


TUDGEU 
Дечев 
MON." 


“MYSTERIOUSLY, HIS 
vi ime ЗЕЛЕ рЫ 


TO SERVE AS HIS 
DEADLY HENCHMEN. 





*I WAS INTRIGUED 
ву RUMORS THAT 
SOMEWHERE OUT 
THERE WAS A MAN 
WHO НАР A 
CONNECTION TO 
THE MUTATEU 
MONSTERS THAT 
POPULATE THE 
WILD, A LORD OF 
THESE BEASTS. 


“Т SEARCHED FOR YEARS, LOSING к Ex 

MANY MEN, АМ AD BEGUN TO "AND THEN Esp 
FOUND HIM. 

TO SCARE BRIDGE RAT CHILDREN. IN THE Witte 


“HE WAS REAL. AND HE WAS 


TRUE AS WELL.” HOW 
GOOD IT IS 
THAT YOU 
REALLY 
EXIST. 


BARRABAS! 


NOW. 





HOW DOES IT : HOW PID IT 
FEEL WHEN 

HUMANS HURT 

ONE OF YOUR 
ANIMALSZ 


YOU’D LIKE TO GET 
EVEN WITH THE PEOPLE 


TO THAT 
TYPE OF PERSON, 
A MAN LIKE YOU 
IS NOTHING BUT 
чощрит PITE mt THEM; 


ABOMINATION. 
NOT JUST 
THOSE PEOPLE, 
BUT EVERYONE WHO 


WOULD DO A THING 
LIKE THAT... 


MY 
CONTEMPT 
FOR HUMANS 
IS EQUAL TO 
YOUR OWN. 


E NEED YOUR | I WILL PROTECT ALL 


HELP " YOUR EU ou) CREATURES 
ТО.» INFLUENCE ገ THE WITH EVERY OUNCE OF MY 
WILDLIFE. 


TAKE THIS 
DAGGER! TAKE IT, AND e 
T PROMISE YOU А HOME 1 TIME IN YOUR LIFE, YOU 


WE HAV 
WHERE YOU WILL NEVER 
SEALS eben 45. vasti) HAVE BEEN CAOSEN. 
WA \ I'M GOING 
THESE GUNS ARE NEVER AGAIN BE bo TO SET YOU 
; ALONE 25 


ON 
THOSE WHO MADE 
YOU SUFFER. 





"WE HAVE МАРЕ 
A PACT. UON 
BARRABAS COMBS 
THE ከ... 


HE GERN, ሆርን 
Täis BID ERS 


I DON’T COME! 

KNOW EXACTLY THERE'S 

AA YOU ARE, MUCH TO 
BUT I HAVE A FEELING vo... 
YOU WILL BE VERY, VERY 
LOYAL. HUNGRY FOR А 

HOME. HUNGRY FOR 
REVENGE. HUNGRY 
FOR...A FRIEND. 


WE...WE 
SHOULD BE 
Эн, OUR 


"TRUST ME, 
BARRABAS 
WILL FIND 
THOSE WITH 
THE MASK..." 





N OPAL HAS ASKED 
U THREE TIMES, AND 
THREE UMES TON AVOIDED 
THE QUES WHAT 
EXACTLY ST TNE PLAN 
TO RESCUE THIS ANZIO 
PERSON? 


YES. AS I SAID 
BEFORE, THERE’S AN 


WINGS PER: CHINA'S EXPLOSIVES 
Um, RIGHT. YES. ТЕ? е 
WELL... YEHZU CERTAINLY ENERET, WESTIN WAS 
SEEMS. TO BE GETTING ст MAN. IF HE'S STILE 
ALONG WITH THAT SLIMY Noe НЕ В RE 
BAT CREATURE, DOESN'T SHOULD TELL... VE НЕП 
HEE NORMALLY THEY'RE Е 


-«ТНЕ ONLY THAT MAKES ONE, 
SHADOW OF COURSE. BUT 
REBEL LEFT. PRESUMING THAT 
ANZIO IS STILL ДЕМЕ, 
WELD THEN THA 
KES o 


WOU SEEZ 


QUITE YOUNG, 
OF COURSE, 
AYBE... 


OF YOU...2 
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V 
OLA CALM YOURSELF, 


WHATZ! ARE YOU OUT OF YOUR JUST... YO: 

MING Е? THIS WHOLE TIME YOU YOU'VE...YOU'VE ORCHID. IT’S ALL 
HAP US BELIEVING THAT YOU ЕР OUR RIGHT. SIMON SEES 
НАР SOME SORT OF BIG IVES, AND THE WORLD THE 
REBELLION GOING ОВ ARMY YOU'RE THE WAY IT SHOULD 
ОЁ. SOMETUING...BUT IT'S ONLY... SEU TEE 


JUST YOU?! 


MET YOU, T / NOW, LET'S 
0 "== 0 
I REMEMBEREU, JUST ALL STAY 
THAT THERE’S TOGETHER. 

NO TELLING WHAT 

THE WORLD WILL 

BE, WHAT IT CAN 

BE. MAYBE THIS 


FISHT FOR A 
PIPFERENT BETTER 


DID 
ANYONE 
HEAR...22 


ALL-RIGHTY THEN, NOW THAT 
THAT’S SETTLED, LET'S KEEP RIGHT 
ON GOING, EVERYONE! WE SHOULD 
PROBABLY BE NEARING... 
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RECOGNIZE 
THAT MAN! ARE 


--2 


WHO'S 


м 
5 
< 
(0 
< 
፳ 
< 
ወ 


z 


WHAT 
DID YOU SAY, 
YEHZU 





аваа | ЕР 
WE HAD THE 4 — 
мАзк! THAT 

MEANS... 


YOU THREE 
GET TO THE 
SURFACE! 





AND I ARE LEAVING 
RIGHT NOW... 











8 Ч 
I 
Ui 
x 

0 
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LATER 


ORCHIU... 
I АМ SO 


"SORR 42 


ARE YOUZ! 





WELL LISTEN TO 


NTIL I V 
PNEHERE А THEIR 


SAY, ANZIOZ 


TELL ME 
WHERE YOUR 
COMRADES 
ARE AND SAVE 
YOURSELE 
TORMENT 
MAGNIFIED 


MY MOTHER DIDN'T 
А © 


ር еи one NOW 
SHE'S DEAD. MY BROTHER, 
>sob? НЕ VIENT WANT 
ANYTHING TO DO WITH 
YOUR REBELLION EITHER, 
AND NOW AK (5 DEAD 
TOO. AND YOU--AND 
HER--ARE ደር THERE 
15 TO IT ANYWAY, ISN’T 
THAT RIGHTZ Zsob# 
ISN'T. THAT 
RIGHT? 


AND 
NOW YOU 
SAY YOU'RE 
SORRY 





YOUR 
“SHADOW REBEL" 
CRETINSZ THEY'RE 


DEAD. YOUR 
HOPELESS CAUSES 


1 


REBELLION. 


LISTEN 
TO ME... 
AND LISTEN 
GOOL You 
BELONG TO 


НЕКЕ WILL 


My BE 
WHAT 
DID YOU SAY THIS FIGHT 


BEFORE, OLD 
WOMANZ 





ከ 


АА е 



































пе ALWAYS в BEEN DRAWN 10 EPIC TALES. Beowulf. Lord of 
the Rings, Star Wars. But for me, there was always хог 
missing. | could never entirely get behind. the goal. “C' mon, 
subjects! Let's get the king back on the throne!" Or “To arms, - 
ШЕ Let's return the princess to glory!” In my book, kings | 
сам princesses are the bad guys. But what was really miss- 

‘ing from these epic tales was the unspoken but ever. pres- 
- ent dirty five- -letter word: CLASS. Who rules who and why? ES 
Who has a lot and who has nothing? And why the hell doesn't 
somebody do something about it?! In. Orchid the cool monsters, 
the narrow escapes, and the epic battles are front and center, 
but somebody finally. does something about the remorseless 
j N inequality that mirrors our own world. And that somebody 
N is Ore 32 RSS 









| мека lo of "Orchids" when | first moved to Los Ang: | 
ከ80 hoped to skyrocket to rock superstardom by taking over - 
. the Sunset Strip heavy-metal scene, but none of those “bands 
80:0 have m me. M hair wasn't аш ту skin wasnt ын 


E no. ) one Was more Үрс than | when | found myself 
- surrounded by а new set of friends-mostly drug addicts and 
- prostitutes. They didn't judge me. They accepted me for who 1 
am. And in turn | discovered that they were much more than the 
stigma that society imposed upon them. They Were. caring and 
kind. They were artists and intellectuals. They Were damaged - 
_ and beautiful. They were friends and revolutionaries. Some are — 

48 alive. t and hau, are not The character duit. 
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FACING: The variant cover art by Shepard Fairey. / 


ABOVE: The model sheet forthe mysterious 5 
` mask worn by General China. | 
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READ THE NEXT CHAPTER of Orchid monthly. Head to your оса 
comic-book shop for more information. Each issue (вай 
music by Tom Morello! Find out more at Nightwatehmanl 
oe: 
Visit NightwatehmanMusie.com and enter thes 
access codes for a free musical score by TO 
CHAPTER 1: NO CODE NEEDED 
CHAPTER 2: SIMON298 
CHAPTER 3: ORCHID557 
CHAPTER 4: YEHZU126 





AVAILABLE AT YOUR LOCAL COMICS SHOP OR BOOKSTORE 

To find a comics shop in your area, call 1-888-266-4226 or visit ComicShopLocator.com. 

For more information or to order direct, visit DarkHorse.com or call 1-800-862-0052 Mon.-Fri. 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. Pacific Time. 
Prices and availability subject to change without notice. 
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